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Five architectural projects
that think outside of the box

By MARTA DURIANOVA
Spectator staff

SLOVAK architecture has its
own Oscars: the CE.ZA.AR awards,
handed out by the Slovak Chamber
of Architects,

One of these awards went to a
team of architects that has given
new hope to an old industrial
building to serve as a centre for
design. The new national centre for
water polo and an exhibit on
archeological findings at the Nitra
Castle were added to the symbolic
architectural hall of fame as well.

The sixth-annual awards were
handed out on October 10. Prizes
were awarded in five categories:
apartment buildings, civic and
industrial facilities, reconstruction
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» A gimpse of the archosological exhibifion of Nira Caste

the jury audits the works before
selecting the winner.

Apartment buildings
In the category of apartment

buildings, the main prize for 2007
wenlmi(aﬂm'eskékamenn,nn

interior, and family houses,

There were some impressive
buildings constructed this year, said
Peter Lizon, a Slovak architect who
has been living in the United States
and led the jury this year.

“The construction boom in
Slavakia is amazing,” he said. “In
such a construction frenzy, some
mistakes are always made that we
need to criticise, but high-standard
nn:h:tm:tule a.iways stands out.”
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designed by I-uw;5«13'l1=tmﬂ<-‘=ml
Stassel. The lively combination of
materials, colours and structures,
along with a forest and river view, is
what won the jury’s approval.
Sujan said he sees the main point
of the prize as bringing the message
of high-quality architecture to the
public and potential builders. For
the competitors, it is about getting
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To create a good

However, the architect also said
he has been a bit disappointed by

facilities. The jury saw it as a
refreshing  and  technically-

tructions he

d ding work. It also

“I am mainly concerned about
the growth of extensive mono-
functional family housing estates
on the city outskirts that massively
distort the WuntrySIde without any

hi hy and

1y ture,”

Sujan said.

By its nature, architecture is not
a free artistic production, he said.

“We work with amounts of
money from our builders that are
not small, 5o it is natural that with
their investments, the last word
belongs to them,” he added.

But the competition in new
housing projects has been growing,
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had neither the location nor the
form they were built with, Lizon
added.

The architects themselves sign
up for the two-round competition.
In the first round, the jury shortlists
the best architectural works in each
category and moves them to the
second round. In the second round,
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location, create a logical ground plan
and pay attention to technical and
construction  details, adding an
clegant design,

“Over the past ctvuple years, I
have noticed some

that a high-quality architectural
solution increases the sales prospects
for their project, along w1:h its price
on the market, Sujan said

Civic and industrial facilities

The National Water Polo Centre

works outside Bratislava as well,”
Sujan told The Slovak Spectator.
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in Noviky.by Juraj Kiaba won the
main prize for civic and industrial
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appreciated the white steel arches
that make it possible to tum the
pool into an indoor or outdoor
facility during the course of the year.

“Today only very few bodies
express their gratitude to an
architect for an excellent piece of
work,"” Kiaba said. “The prize is an
excellent way . . . to confirm for the
architects the exceptional character
of their work.”

Slovak architects are not afraid
to experiment and they are able to
push through the current trends of
expression in architecture, Kiaba
told The Slovak Spectator. A lot of
people have leamed what good
architecture is, he added.

He searched for inspiration for
the water polo centre in Paris, he
said.

An architect makes
compromises in order to make the
construction work, but Kiaba said
that in an ideal situation, the
architect and the builder have a
mutual trust so there are not many
reasons for compromises.

Sometimes compromises kill the
spirit of the construction and only
the building material remains,
Kiaba said.

“During my work on the
national centre, my hands were
completely free, so everything is
there,” he said.

Reconstruction
and renovation

The prize for reconstruction and
renovation of buildings went to the
Design Factory in Bratislava, by
Zoran Michal&ik, Martin Pasko and
Zuzana Zacharovd. The team of
architects managed to save a
valuable industrial facility at a time
when similar buildings are being
tom down and replaced by
“spiritless substitutes,” the jury said.

The work, in fact, could help
preserve other buildings in the area
of the Design Factory.

“Itis necessary to carefully think
over what [work] truly deserves
praise, what brings something new
and what is worth of noticing and
following,” said Pasgko.

Patko lived in Vienna for 11
- -

“Slovak architecture and its

is gradually improving,”

he said. “There are good

constructions, but to put it

diplomatically, there are also some
very disputable constructions.”

The development of the sector is
rapid, according to Pako, but the
economics of construction can
sometimes  overwhelm  the
architect’s intention.

“It is one of the greatest
problems today in Slovakia,” Pagko
told The Slovak Spectator. “It is up to
us to fight the everyday battle over
compromises.”

Interior

The exhibition of archeological
findings at the Nitra Castle by
Viktor Sabfk, with a team of other
architects such as Martin Dulik,
Marek Sumichrast, Jana Gregorovi
and Pavel Gregor, won the prize in
the interior

The unique e:dubmm from the
times of Greater Moravia was
placed in the early Baroque
fortification system of the Nitra
Castle. It was an excellent example
of how it is possible to come up with
an excellent presentation of a
thousand years of history with
minimal means and little ime, the
jury said.

The interior design elements are
non-invasive, created in a
minimalist spirit so that they do not
compete  with the exhibits,
according to the jury.

“The prize spurs contemplation,
comparison and spreading public
awareness about architecture,”
Sabik told The Slovak Spectator,

see PRIZE page 6



